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23th Sunday- C 2013 
Deacon Pat Hall 
 
WISDOM 9:13-18B ; PHILOMON 9-10, 12-17 ; LUKE 14:25-33  
 
Homilies are vehicles for breaking open the Word of God.  First read the Sunday 
readings at http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/090813.cfm 
 
Today’s Gospel proclamation hit me between the eyes.  In particular: 
 
“If anyone comes to me without hating his father and mother, wife and children, 
brothers and sisters, and even his own life, he cannot be my disciple. 
 
I thought the maybe our English translation might be part of the problem, but the 
original Greek word used is misein.  It is the literal opposite of love. 
 
This is difficult to hear, especially coming from the mouth of Jesus who also told us 
to love our enemies.  (Mt 5:44). 
 
It has been suggested that Jesus was using hyperbole.i  I think I know what 
hyperbole is, but I checked with the dictionary to confirm what the rest of English 
speakers think.   
 
Here, Jesus may have been using exaggeration as a rhetorical device in an effort to 
evoke strong feelings or to create a strong impression.  It is not something that is 
meant to be taken literally.ii 
 
So, I really, literally, don’t have to hate my mom and dad?  Well, that causes me to 
relax a bit, to not be so alarmed.     
 
But, I don’t think Jesus wants me to relax with this message.  I think Jesus wants me 
to be alarmed.   
 
When we consider the natural affections and love that we have for our parents, 
spouse and children and then consider the love that Jesus has for us, the distance is 
so great, that it begs us to consider the distance seen between … opposites.   
 
God Incarnate proclaimed and demonstrated the depth of his love through his 
passion, death and resurrection… the Paschal Mystery. 
 
It is that Mystery that we are called to embrace to the exclusion of all else.  We’re 
challenged to love as Jesus loves.  Jesus commanded, “As I have loved you, so you also 
should love one another.” (Jn 13:34)   
 
When we love Jesus to the exclusion of all else, to become his disciples, we are able 
to love all others with Jesus’ love.  Not only do we love our parents and children , we 
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love everyone’s parents and children.  We even learn, absent of any selfishness, to 
cherish ourselves as a blessed gift of God.   
 
We aren’t asked to dwell on the word “hate”, the one that caused me alarm.  We are 
asked to become disciples of a love that embraces all of humanity, across all of our 
divisions, and across all the world.  We practice in our prayer and actions the 
forgiveness which frees us to embrace that unconditional love of Jesus.   
 
This sounds demanding and difficult.  It is even more demanding and difficult when 
we truly try to apply this in our daily lives.   
 
This week, the Shepherds of our Church have asked for our prayers and support, to 
be the light of Jesus’ love. 
 
Pope Francis called for today (yesterday) to be a day of prayer and fasting for peace 
in Syria, the Middle East, and throughout the world.  From Pope Francis: 
 
“All men and women of good will are bound by the task of pursuing peace. I make a 
forceful and urgent call to the entire Catholic Church, and also to every Christian of other 
confessions, as well as to the followers of every religion and to those brothers and 
sisters who do not believe; peace is a good which overcomes every barrier, because it 
belongs to all of humanity!”  
 
“Never has the use of violence brought peace in its wake. War begets war, violence 
begets violence.”  
 

Our own Bishop Bradley added: 

“As Catholics our Faith in Jesus dictates that we must pursue a way to end the violence 
without adding to the violence.” 

 
And yet, while Syria is the focus of all our headlines and news attention, our bishops 
are calling for our attention and support on another matter of justice:  our national 
immigration policy which will be deliberated in Congress this coming week.   
 
Bishop Bradley has written a letter to all of you that you will find in today’s bulletin. 
 
I doubt there is anyone here among us who doesn’t already have an opinion on the 
immigration issue.  Are those who immigrate without aid of the legal process a 
benefit or detriment to our society?  One can find the study that will support our 
own opinion.   
 
As long as we think of undocumented immigrants as “those people” we can consider 
it an academic, or economic or political problem.  But our bishops ask us to consider 
them our as our sisters and brothers in Christ.   
 
From the US Bishops: 
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The Church recognizes the right of the sovereign to protect and control its borders in the 

service of the common good of its citizens. However, this is not an absolute right. Nations 

also have an obligation to the universal common good, as articulated by Pope John XXIII 

in Pacem in Terris, and thus should seek to accommodate migration to the greatest extent 

possible. Powerful economic nations, such as the United States, have a higher obligation 

to serve the universal common good, according to Catholic social teachings. In the 

current global economic environment, in which labor demands in the United States 

attract foreign laborers, the United States should establish an immigration system that 

provides legal avenues for persons to enter the nation legally in a safe, orderly, and 

dignified manner to obtain jobs and reunite with family members.iii  
 

Syrians and immigrants.  How can we be disciples of Jesus for them?   
 
The start is to love Jesus to the exclusion of all else, so that we may be able to love all 
others as Jesus loves them, as Jesus loves you.  Once we love as Jesus loves, the how 
to love others will become much clearer.  Part of the mystery though is that the 
more we love others, the clearer we see the love of Jesus.  It is through this Mystery 
that we receive God’s grace. 
 
Of course, we need God’s grace to even open ourselves to God’s grace.  For that we 
pray.  For that we come to his table, to offer ourselves as disciples and to receive 
Jesus’ true presence into our very being so that we can be Jesus’ presence to each 
other and to the world. 
 
 
 

 
i Mary A. Ehle and Margaret Nutting Ralph, Workbook for Lectors, Gospel Readers, 
and Proclaimerers of the Word, 2013 Year C, p. 250 
ii www.dictionary.com 
iii http://www.justiceforimmigrants.org/documents/immigration-and-catholic-
social-teaching.pdf 
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